
Non-Profit 
Org. 

U.S. Postage 
PAID 

Sun City, CA 
Permit No. 4 

 
Return Service  Requested 

ANGEL LUNCHEON 
 

CELEBRATE  GOD’S  KINGDOM  
of  ANGELS 

 
Thursday, September 24, at 12:00 noon 

Menu: Salad Luncheon provided by  
 

the Board of Deaconesses. 
$4.00 donation per person 

 
Please bring your Angels to share.  

(Last day to purchase tickets  
will be Sunday, September 20th.) 

* * * * * * * * 
NEW  MEMBERS 

 
On Sunday, September 13, we will be receiving  

new members into the church. It is always wonderful 
to see new persons wanting to become more  

active and spiritually involved in this 
church’s ministry and their own spiritual path. 

We are always so thrilled and privileged to welcome 
friends as new voting members into this church. 
The church offers many creative outlets to serve  

others to the glory of God. 
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Sun City, California 92586 
(951) 679-1149 
Email: uccsc@verizon.net 
Website: ucchrist.com 
    
Minister : Rev. Hal A. Lingerman 
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              CELEBRATE  GOD’S  ANGEL  BLESSINGS  in  YOUR  LIFE  
 
 
 
 

“And, behold, Angels came and ministered to Jesus the Christ.” (Matthew 4:11b) 
 
 

“Do you suppose that I cannot appeal to my Father, 
And the Father will immediately provide me with more 
Than 12 legions (80,000) of Angels.”  (Matthew 26:53) 

 
The Kingdom of Angels, a Kingdom of cosmic life, is older than humanity. 

Many Christian churches celebrate the presence of Angels, throughout the year and especially  
on September 29 (Michaelmas—the Feast of the Archangel Michael and all Angels) and 

October 2 (Guardian Angel Day). 
 

In our current society, too many material pleasures and concerns often can suppress 
our deeper soulful and spiritual needs.  We are very blessed in so many unseen ways,  

which we too often take for granted. 
 

In addition to our “angel-like” friends and strangers, who often help us in our times 
of extremity, God’s exquisite celestial Angels with the Company of Heaven seek to help us 

and guide us into our greater good.  The Angels never intrude on humans’ free will, 
but if we are open to God’s Presence and the Christ’s ministering Angels, 

we will always receive empowerment and inspiration. 
Angels ministered to Jesus Christ, and they are also blessing your life. 

Without interfering with your free will, here are some of the many  ways that Angels help you: 
 

Angels helped you to view and choose possibilities to achieve your destiny for this current lifetime. 
Angels aided you in choosing the most appropriate parents, family and location for this earthly incarnation. 
Angels stood by you as your soul watched your new bodies forming as a fetus in the womb of your mother. 

An Angel of Destiny helped you enter into this Earth through the doors of birth. 
A wonderful Watcher or Guardian Angel always surrounds you, helping and protecting you in Christ’s spirit. 

Angels lead you to new opportunities in employment, creativity and relationships. 
Angels open doorways into the Light to help to renew you and instruct you in your sleep. 

Angels prompt you and offer you opportunities to heal broken relationships and resentments quickly. 
Angels of nature quicken and nurture growing things; they help to beautify all the kingdoms of nature. 

Angels can intervene to help you to make connections in emergencies and crises. 
Angels connect you with new opportunities for study and learning. 

Angels lead you into new discoveries and new life possibilities. 
Angels hear your prayers and direct their energies into appropriate avenues of healing. 

Angels empower doctors, teachers, political leaders, clergy, athletes and every worth profession. 
Angels precipitate testings in our lives that can open doors to breakthroughs and initiations. 

Angels cleanse and empower those attending churches, temples, synagogues, mosques and other faith centers. 
Angels inspire artists, painters, writers and other to bring through new inspiration in the creative arts. 
Within the parameters of your karmic patterns, Angels try to direct you into new avenues of blssing. 
An Angel of transition stands near you in the last days on Earth, severs the “silver cord” (Ecc. 12:6) 
And helps you to cross over into the greater Light and God’s “many mansions” of continuing life. 

 
As we speak, God’s Angels are helping the Living Christ to minister to human beings on Earth today. 

In the spirit of Christ, let us be sensitive and thank God for the activities of Celestial Orders and Angels. 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                         Blessings, Pastor Hal 
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From the Associate Pastor 
 

Lest the parade of our mutual life get lost in the dark 
 
For me, this line lingers as a haunting image of betrayals among us where we fail to risk intimacy in small ways, often 
going unnoticed – in churches, marriages, friendship, faith, our walk with God.  Other lines of this poem say: 
 
 If you don’t know the kind of person I am 
 and I don’t know the kind of person you are 
 a pattern that others have made may prevail in the world 
 and following the wrong god home we may miss our star. . . 
 For it is important that awake people be awake, 
 or a breaking line may discourage them back to sleep; 
 the signals we give – yes or no, or maybe – 
 should be clear: the darkness around us is deep.  William Stafford 
 
Signals we give should be clear.  We aspire to be whole but meet damage face to face, and come away wounded.  Every 
member of a believing community in crucial times feels alone and unguided.  Most often we do not seek help, but then, 
why be a part of a spiritual community in the first place?  Our life and our death is with our neighbor.  If we gain our 
brother (or sister) we have gained God, but if  we scandalize our brother (or sister) we have sinned against Christ, writes 
Abba Anthony.  We weep with those who weep; we rejoice with those who rejoice.  That’s who we are, a spiritual com-
munity. 
 
Compassion literally means to “suffer with,” implying at least mutual life with one other person.  All have a memory of 
our memories of moments when we failed to be present with compassion, usually in the mere failure to be present, to 
show up.  We’re surrounded by the real suffering of real people, most suffering in silence.  It is important that awake 
people be awake, give or ask for signals.  To be faithful to an intimate, personal encounter, we come to learn with com-
plete abandon the perpetual newness on the raw edge of mystery in every person we encounter. 
 
The care of souls begins with compassionate self-awareness, the work we do with God on ourselves for the benefit of 
others.  We are free to view ourselves with affection, understanding and respect.  We can be honest about ourselves.  Je-
sus says in Luke’s gospel, Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate (Lk.6:39), followed by a command not to 
judge.  We can freely choose to renew a compassionate stance toward ourselves again and again.  Compassion begins as 
an inward journey.  The hope of the outcome will be that the signals we give will be clear. 
 
Before we care for another soul, we must discover and care for our own.  Everybody who cares for another needs a per-
son to care for her or his own soul.  There are burdens that only I can bear, those which can only be borne by another.  It 
becomes crucial to discover which burdens we are carrying are those that cannot be carried alone (James Finley).  How 
can we help one another to get where we are going? 
 
Spiritual companioning always presupposes the realm of the Sacred.  Jesus’ words about being compassionate echo the 
ancient words,  You must be holy, for I, the LORD your God, am holy (Lev. 19.2).  Compassion becomes a momentary 
manifestation of the holiness of God.  In our spiritual formation in Christ, all benefit from having spiritual companions, 
the awake tending to the souls of the awake.  Pride keeps us from seeking out teachers, going it alone.  Teachers are eve-
rywhere.  What is wanted are learners, disciples.  What is missing often is the awareness that already guidance is being 
given. 
 
Some closing wisdom from James Finley.  Love is the playing field where we most truly meet ourselves and others as we 
really are, precious in our collective frailty.  We need to renew a compassionate stance toward ourselves as precious and 
one with God in the midst of our frailty.  Our free decision to be compassionate is our free decision to yield to the com-
passion flowing through us.  It is the gift of God.  We are seekers after grace already given, something real and measure-
less, simply appearing prior to or beyond our efforts to produce anything.  We never get to the bottom of it.  What will 
become of me if I surrender completely to this grace?  What will become of me if I do not? 
 
                                                                                                                                                              Pastor Ken Carlson 
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Meditations of the Moderator 
 

 
In my earlier years I was fortunate to have a great friend by the name of Larry Appley.  As President of the 
American Management Associations, he was often referred to as “Mr. Management” across the nation.  The 
AMA ( American Management Associations) had just become a  financial partner and supporter of a small, but 
promising, graduate school of international management in Phoenix, Arizona ( now the nation’s leading gradu-
ate school in this field), and Larry was instrumental in having me selected as president in order to institute 
some internal reforms and expansion. 
 
Larry, like me , was a preacher’s son, and he commented to me as I began my tenure as president, “ Art, if you 
haven’t found this out already you will discover  colleges and universities often find it very hard to construct 
meaningful budgets and to then live within them.  As a preacher’s kid you probably already know that the only 
institutions that have a more difficult time are churches.” 
 
In my work with colleges and churches over the past sixty years  I have found Larry’s statement to be, unfortu-
nately,  quite true: a judgment that particularly relevant now that the nation is suffering economic duress and 
contributions and income generally are down in eleemosynary institutions such as our own. 
 
This means that churches as well as colleges and universities will have to be very diligent in their construction 
of budgets in the next few years and that they will have to work very hard at living within those budgets.  
 
I wanted you to know that we on the Church Council as well as our ministerial and office staff are well aware 
of the financial “facts of life” with which we live. Although some anticipated gifts will help “tide us over” for 
the next few months these gifts will not solve our financial problems for the long run. Only such successful 
efforts as expansion of our youth program with an attendant growth of the congregation will rectify the long 
term financial problem. 
 
So we on the Church Council will work hard to make certain this church is financially responsible and suc-
cessful .  We are moving forward in three directions at this time. 1. We will carefully assess our current re-
sources through the work of a newly created Audit Committee under the leadership of Jim Wilson. 2. We will 
begin work on a realistic budget for the next church year and 3. We will continue to work toward the expan-
sion of our congregation for that and that alone  that will ultimately solve the problem that is besetting not only 
our church but hundreds of churches like ours across the land. 
 
I iterate what I have said earlier in this column. Our church represents a most important voice in this commu-
nity.  We should never forget we represent the religious tradition that built the foundations of this nation .  We 
must do all we can to preserve, protect   and advance  it. 
 

Art Peterson 
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Marie Nyquist, Sunday School Superintendent 
 

Our Education/Youth Committee is very excited that  
Marie Nyquist has accepted the position of Sunday 
School Superintendent. We held a Sunday evening 
meeting a few weeks ago. 8 volunteer part time 
teachers attended with Marie and our committee: 
Don Vannoy, Pastor Hal, Jack Young and Gary 
Tidwell as co-chairs. We will hold our second meet-
ing August 23, to schedule our Sunday school teach-
ers on a master calendar. We will start the new pro-
gram the first Sunday in September. 
 
Marie has a good background in Sunday School and 
elementary education. She was raised in a Methodist 
Church in Alhambra and sang in the choir when she 
was only 4 years old. After marrying in this Method-
ist Church, she moved to Wrightwood and directed 3 
children’s choirs and sang in the adult choir. Marie 
was also the Sunday School Superintendent and 
started the first preschool in Wrightwood at the 
Methodist Church. Her husband died in 1971 and 
Marie started teaching at the Wrightwood Elemen-
tary School. 
 
In 1980 she moved to Columbia Falls, Montana to be 
near her sister; she taught at a public school for 5 
years. In 1985 Marie started another preschool at the 
Fellowship Alliance Church and directed their chil-
dren’s choirs. In 1989 she moved back to California 
to take care of her aunt whom she called Mom, who 
raised Marie and her sister when they were young. 
 
Marie taught 4th, 5th and 6th grade combination 
classes for one year in San Jacinto and started attend-
ing our United Church of Christ in 1990. She then 
became an Assistant Director at the Newport Child 
Development Center off Bradley Road in Sun City. 
This is a private preschool and Day Care School with 
200 students.  Marie met Morris at our United 
Church of Christ in 1998. On Easter Sunday, they 
were happily married just 3 and a half years ago in 
our beautiful Prayer Garden.(Good planning, Morris) 
 

Gary Tidwell 

  A Stewardship Minute  
 
I received a letter last week from the Finance Committee 
Chair at our former church in San Fernando Valley, the 
First Presbyterian Church of Granada Hills. While that 
church is much larger than ours (about 950 members), it’s 
financial situation is similar to our in that they, too, are 
facing tough economic times and the congregational giv-
ing is down from what was budgeted; hence, a projected 
deficit. 
 
The letter suggested three areas of opportunity which 
could help balance the budget, and I’d like to share them 
with our membership to help with our own financial situa-
tion: 
1) Many of our members do pledge as part of their charita-
ble giving, while others give, but don’t pledge. Whatever 
category you may be in, we respectively ask that you re-
consider your gift to the church and prayerfully consider if 
you would be able to increase your pledge to help us get 
through a tight situation. 
2) For those who have made a pledge and for various rea-
son are behind in honoring that commitment, please strive 
to catch up. 
3) Other members may be relatively unaffected by the cur-
rent economic situation, and those we ask to please con-
sider increasing your commitment for 2009. 
In whatever category you may fall, some thoughtful con-
sideration is required of each of us to keep our church sol-
vent, able to maintain our beautiful church home and pro-
vide the many good services which are a part of our caring 
and loving outreach for Christ. 
 
Thank you for taking your time to read this, and, as al-
ways, the Council and trustees are very grateful for your 
generosity. If you have any questions, please talk to me at 
the church or call me at home (301-5604). 
 
May God continue to bless you every day in every way in 
all you do and say. 

Jim Wilson, Chair 
Board of Trustees 

* * * * * * * * 
A Heartfelt Thank You ! 

 
I want to thank my Church Family for all the thoughts. 
Prayers, calls and cards following my knee replacement 
surgery. 
 
I attribute my speedy recovery to all the prayers and to my 
wonderful Caregiver, my husband J. Thank you so much. 
God Bless you All.  

In Christian Love, Carol Hisel 



SEPTEMBER VOLUNTEERS 
GREETERS 
9/06 - Sarah Mensah 
9/13 - Helena Mends 
9/20 - Judy Carlson 
9/27 - Virginia Young 
  
GUEST BOOK 
9/06 - Virginia Young 
9/13 - Jo Pohl 
9/20 - Jim Wilson 
9/27 - Eleta Tidwell 
 
LAY READERS  
9/06 - Betty Bryant 
9/13 - James Wilson 
9/20 - Judy Carlson 
9/27 - Richard Goward 
 
FELLOWSHIP HOUR 
9/6 - 9/27 - Carol & J. Hisel 
            
SOUND TECHNICIAN  
9/06 & 9/27 - Todd Ross 
9/13 & 9/20 - J. Hisel 
 
SECURITY 
9/01 - 9/15 - Don Ross 
9/16 - 9/30 - Wally Hutchison 

* * * * * * * * 
‘The secret of your spiritual search, 
is so near to you, that you overlook 
it. . Even God Himself, immediate 

and Universal.” 
From Margery Eyre 

 

SEPTEMBER Anniversaries 
James & Shirley Wilson, 7th 

(60 years) 
 

Wally & Dawn Hutchison, 8th 
(36 years) 

 
Don & Barbara Ross, 10th 

(54 years) 
 

Gary & Eleta Tidwell, 11th 
(39 years) 

 
Art & Mary Peterson, 12th 

(6 years) 
 

Milton & Sybil Calhoun, 14th 
(29 years) 

 
SEPTEMBER Birthdays 

 
Sybil Calhoun, (1st) 
Shirley Smith, (1st) 

Krystal Dominguez, (3rd) 
Arthur Maki, (3rd) 
Bill Weaver, (3rd) 
John Miller, (4th) 

Barbara Bickett, (5th) 
Rosemary Lingerman, (5th) 

Cynnie Vannoy, (5th) 
Faye Hartline, (11th) 
Don Vannoy, (11th) 

Richard Morrissey, (12th) 
Ken Carlson, (13th) 
Andrew Ross, (16th) 

Diomy Alexander, (16th) 
Ella Monet Seeber, (17th) 

Jack Young, (17th) 
Claris B. Kinnison, (20th) 

Kathleen Neal, (20th) 
Doree Evanoff, (23rd) 
LeRoy Snyder, (26th) 

Virginia Ronquillo, (27th) 
Charles Smith, (29th) 
Johanna Will, (29th) 

Dave Alexander, (30th) 
Wally Hutchison, (30th) 
Pauline Wiscaver, (30th) 

 

Lectionary Lessons 
 for September 

9/06- Twenty-third Sunday  
 in Ordinary Time 
(Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost)   
Prov 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23  
Ps 125 or Isa 35:4-7a * Ps 146 
James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17   
Mark 7:24-37 

BE OPENED   
 
9/13- Twenty-fourth Sunday
 in Ordinary Time 
(Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 
Prov 1:20-33 * Ps 19 
Isa 50:4-91a * Ps 116:1-9 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 

WHO ARE YOU, JESUS? 
  
9/20– Twenty-fifth Sunday  
 in Ordinary Time 
(Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 
Prov 31:10-31 * Ps 1 or 
Wis of Sol 1:16-2:1, 12-22 or 
Jer 11:18-20 * Ps 54  
 James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

FIRST IN CARING 
 
9/27 – Twenty-sixth Sunday  
 in Ordinary Time 
(Seventeenth Seventh after Pentecost) 
Est 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22  
Ps 124 or Num 11:4-6, 10-16, 
24-29 * Ps 19:7-14  
James 5:13-20 * Mark 9:38-50 
COURAGE FOR COMMUNITY  

 
* * * * * * * * 

 
Every sign of ours  

can be traced back to you, 
for just like the soul, 

we are both hidden and manifest 
(Rumi) 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Month Ending July 2009  

General Funds Only 
 

  July Inc      July Exp     Gain (Loss) 
 $10,128.00   $15,116.72   ($4988.72) 

 
 Year to Date Totals 

 7 Mo Inc     7 Mo. Exp   Gain (Loss) 
$91,129.90  $113,535.46   (21,405.56) 
 

                      Respectfully submitted, 
                               Richard Westlund 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
DEATHS: 


